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Any time you read about the ends of the earth in the Bible, it should perk up our ears, because something far reaching is being said, something certain and true.  If it impacts the whole world, then it impacts us.
Of all forty-six verses that refer to the ends of the earth, none are more arresting than those that speak of  Jesus Christ reigning on earth.

Now, let’s read our passage...Verses 27-29...PRAY

This reminds me of Philippians 2 where Paul wrote that as a result of Jesus becoming obedient to death on a cross, “Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above very name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should below in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”

This is the starting point, this is the great given behind Great Commission:  “You will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth." 

If we only found “ends of the earth” kinds of references in the New Testament, we might be tempted to dismiss them as excessively enthusiastic claims by Jesus’ most ardent followers, as hero worship.
But this is not what we find.  The promise of the nations of the earth turning to Christ, serving and loving Him as their Lord is grounded in the Old Testament.  

The verses I just read from Paul are a restatement of the prophet Isaiah:  "Turn to me and be saved, all you ends of the earth; for I am God, and there is no other.  By myself I have sworn, my mouth has uttered in all integrity a word that will not be revoked: Before me every knee will bow; by me every tongue will swear.  (Isaiah 45:22-23)

It is true that the further you read into the Old Testament the more focused the ends of the earth promise is on the coming of Christ as the son of David and Son of God.

Yet even it is grounded in a more ancient thing God has said he will do.  He will have the serpent crushed, he will restore the world to its condition before man died by sin and the world fell under the curse, and He will do it through the seed of the woman.

A creation that is peppered with thorns, thistles, and injustice, that is blanketed with death, is not the last word for any nation.  The great themes of God’s blessing all the nations through Abraham’s seed, of redemption, flow from this.  

“Ask of me,” God said to His Son in Psalm 2:8, “and I will make the nations your inheritance, the ends of the earth your possession.”  

In Isaiah (49:6-7) God again speaks to His anointed by the voice of prophesy:  “It is too small a thing for you to be my servant to restore the tribes of Jacob and bring back those of Israel I have kept.  I will also make you a light for the gentiles, that you may bring my salvation to the ends of the earth.”  

Peter spoke the hope of the Old Testament when he said of Jesus (Acts 3: 21), “He must remain in heaven until the time comes for God to restore everything, as he promised long ago through his holy prophets.”
Just as Jesus was born the lamb, our brother, so he was born a king to reign as our Redeemer and Restorer.  The day is coming when God’s dominion over all will be manifest in Christ.  The day is coming when nations will worship Christ together.  “Of the increase of his government of peace there will be no end.”  (Isaiah 9:7)
I want to say it certainly proved a grief in Israel to so emphasize the coming Christ’s coming to reign that the majority of the nation would not accept the necessity of his suffering and in Jesus’ words, did not recognize the time of their visitation.
I would ask this morning if we do not also face something of the opposite tendency.  What I mean is this:  To so emphasize Jesus’ coming in humility, along with his suffering and the antagonism poured out against him, an antagonism that continues to this day, that we sideline the promise we have read.  We do not see its relevance.
This is not the view of Scripture anywhere.  Case in point.  Jesus was never so vulnerable, the promise of his reigning never so far removed, as at his nativity, an infant born to a peasant, sleeping in a bin of hay, his life all helplessness.  Yet it was just at this time when His kingship Jesus was the thing about him that was most underscored.  Here are three ways that happened. 
When Gabriel announced to Mary that she would bear Jesus, he said, (Luke 1:32) “He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High.  The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever; his kingdom will never end.”
When the angels announced Jesus’ birth, they did not refer to the place name of “Bethlehem” but to its prophetic significance, the “city of David”.  The shepherds knew exactly what they meant.  
Bethlehem was the ancient birthplace of King David, whom Micah had prophesied would be the birth place of the Messiah.  

What’s more Micah had gone on in that famous passage (Micah 5:4-5), “He will stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God.  And they will live securely, for then his greatness will reach to the ends of the earth.  And he will be their peace.”
Perhaps most dramatic was the coming of the wise men from the east asking Herod,  “Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews?  We saw his star in the east and have come to worship him.”  King Herod’s response to try and  kill Jesus and eliminate the competition.
Why was this assurance so important when the reality seemed far removed?  Why is this confidence so necessary when its fulfillment seems remote from the daily reality of our lives?
Let me give you the short answer.  The certainty of Christ’s reign is a matter of spiritual survival.  There is nothing irrelevant about it.  The emphasis on Jesus’ reign surrounding his obscure birth mirrored the emphasis on Messiah’s reign by the latter prophets writing in the dark days of Israel’s history.  It was mirrored once again in Revelations as John wrote to the church under fierce persecution.
This is protection from a diminished view of God, from an understanding of God as less than God almighty, as less than He is now in the world I know, as he is in relation to us.  The same is true of Christ.
Look with me again at verse 27:  “All the ends of the earth will remember and turn to the Lord, and all the families of the nations will bow down before him.”

That is the future, right?  What does it tell us about God now?  Verse 28:  “For dominion belongs to the Lord (the present tense) and he rules over the nations (again, the present tense).

In Scripture prophecy is as much a statement about the nature and character of God as it is about events or history.  It is meant to inform our faith as much as it informs our hope.

When John, for example, wrote in Revelation (7:9), After this I looked and there before me was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and in front of the Lamb”; Or, when he wrote (11:15),  "The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, and he will reign for ever and ever";  he was assuring believers in all ages, in all circumstances, that their Savior is the King of kings and Lord of lords now.
A lesser conception of Christ leads to a lesser faith, something weak and easily undone.  Not a humble faith but a timid faith, an unsustainable faith.  Not the personal Savior, but to a watery subjective one.
It leads to belief in a Christ who is not worth holding onto in difficulty and turmoil, who is less than God’s Son, who is less than the Savior, who does not deserve the devotion that sends people to the far reaches of the world to suffer in order to make him known.
Let me put this point differently.  This is truth so you remember who Christ really is.  Look once again at verse 27:  “All the ends of the earth will remember and turn to the Lord, and all the families of the nations will bow down before him.”
Notice the verbs and their order:  “Remember”, “turn”, “bow”.  This is a wonderful picture of what it is to become a Christian.
The state of unbelief is a state of forgetfulness, of forgetting who God is, as Paul put it in Romans, of neither glorifying God nor giving thanks though he has given us an Eden full of blessings.
You cannot turn to the sovereign, holy, righteous, just God, unless you cast aside every idea of Him that is less than all powerful; holy, holy holy; righteous through and through; and just in all his ways.  Because those lesser things are idols.  You cannot worship God and cling to an idol.  You bow to one or the other.

Is the Christ you trust the One through whom all the families of nations will bow in worship because He is Lord?  Then, what have you to fear?
The certainty of Christ’s reign is a matter of spiritual survival.  Not only does it guard you from a diminished view of who he is, it will motivate you to live for Him and the Father who sent him.  

Let me put it in my own words as I understand it.
Such power and authority as Christ possesses would lead me to fear Him no matter what.  That He has chosen to use them to redeem so extravagantly leads me love Him no matter what. 
God could use his sovereign power in so many ways.  But he has chosen to restore, to recover what was lost.  He has chosen this course because it gives him pleasure and joy, because it expresses his glory.  Though it required Him to take on flesh and blood for the sake of suffering, grief and humiliation, He has chosen to do this.

The thing that gives a person the most pleasure and joy tells a great deal about their heart.  I cannot fathom such goodness as is in God.  I cannot take it in.  But I do know this.  Because of Christ, I know that this is all true, that this God is the living God and there is no other.  
I cannot imagine a better way to spend my life than to serve and honor Him whose goodness is so great.  I cannot imagine a more wonderful way to spend eternity that coming to know Him more and more.

“All the ends of the earth will remember and turn to the Lord.”  Here is a word from God so we ourselves do not become forgetful, a word to sustain our living in the triumph of God’s goodness over us.
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